Stage Presentation

fairies, Venuses, and satyrs were given as appropriate
a dress as fancy could devise. The action of a play
seems usually to have been completed in two hours.
There was sometimes music between the acts, but
there were no long waits, and little stage business.

The peculiarities in the presentation of a play due
to the arrangement of the stage were considerable, and
have been the subject of much discussion and mis-
understanding among investigators. There is, how-
ever, no doubt that the action was largely on the front
stage, and that most of the scenes, at least in Shake-
speare's lifetime, were designed for presentation on this
projecting platform. Since there was no drop-curtain,
actors had some distance to traverse, on entrances and
exits, between the doors and the front. At the end of a
scene or a play, all must retire, and the bodies of the
dead must be carried out. Hence a tragedy often
ends with a funeral procession, a comedy with a dance.
The indications of scene supplied by modern editors
for Shakespeare's plays help to visualize a modem
presentation, but are misleading as to Shakespeare's
intentions or an Elizabethan performance. The ma-
jority of scenes in his plays differ strikingly from those
in a modern play in that they offer no hints as to the
exact locality. Often it is not clear from the text
whether the scene is conceived as indoors or outdoors,
in the palace, or the courtyard, or before the entrance.
Even when the scene is presumably within a room,
there is often no indication of the nature of the f urnisih-